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U. 8S. ACCUMULATING TIN 


Stettinius Issues Statement Concerning Reserve 
Stocks and Current Supplies 


Reserve stocks of tin are being accumulated rapidly in the 
United States and current supplies either already in the 
country or en route are adequate to meet requirements for 
from nine to twelve months, it was announced this week by 
Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., in charge of the Industrial Materials 
Division of the Advisory Commission to the Council of Na- 
tional Defense. 


A record total of 12,400 long tons of the metal, or 
about twice the amount ordinarily consumed in a month, 
arrived in the country during August and at the end of the 
month there were 22,364 long tons afloat to the United 
States. 


By September 14 the Navy, the Procurement Division of 
the Treasury, and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, 
through the Metals Reserve Company, had purchased 13,694 
long tons of tin under the government's stock pile program 
and more than 8,000 tons already had been delivered. 


Mr. Stettinius pointed out that this country normally con- 
sumes from 70 to 80 thousand tons of tin a year and that these 
requirements will be increased substantially when full produc- 
tion is reached on tin plate, solder, bearings and other tin 
products required for defense equipment. 


“This program of acquiring a stock pile of this strategic 
metal has been undertaken,” he declared, “because virtually 
all of the tin now consumed in this country comes from British 
Malaya and the Dutch East Indies, and if shipments were 
interrupted owing to unsettled world conditions, industrial 
operations might be seriously retarded. It is essential to 
avoid the possibility of any shortages in supplies of basic 
materials required in the defense program.” 


In order to expedite the accumulation of reserve stocks the 
Defense Commission made arrangements with the principal 
producers to increase mining operations. 


As a second step in the program of insuring the nation 
against a possible tin shortage the Industrial Materials Divi- 
sion and the Metals Reserve Company held conferences last 
week with various private groups that have expressed an 
interest in constructing a tin smelter in this country for proc- 
essing Bolivian ore. Except for experimental plants, there 
are no smelting facilities at present either in Bolivia or in 
this country. 


In addition, the Commission is surveying the possible use 
of substitutes in some lines and an increase in scrap re- 
covery. Ordinary tin cans are not available for scrap pur- 
poses but the normal reclamation of seven to eight thousand 
tons of “clean scrap” could be expanded somewhat. 


New “Area of Production” Regulations for 
Certain Canning Crops Postponed 


The effective date of the new “area of production” 
regulations for canners canning nine vegetables—to- 
matoes, black-eyed peas, pimientos, snap beans, lima 
beans, carrots, cabbage, okra, and beets—was post- 
poned Saturday from October 1 to November 1, 1940. 
The postponement was made because unusual weather 
conditions have delayed the canning season for these 
commodities, and the Wage and Hour Division desired 
to make the change effective during the slack season. 

The extension does not apply to any new crops that 
are about to come along, such as citrus. Packers and 
canners of citrus will start in full compliance with the 
new definition of “area of production” on October 1. 


Agreement on Enforcement Program Reached by 
Citrus Associations and Wage-Hour Division 


Representatives of the packers and canners of citrus 
fruits came to an agreement Thursday after a meeting with 
the Administrator of the Wage and Hour Division to formu- 
late plans for a cooperative enforcement program beginning 
October 1, according to an announcement of the Wage and 
Hour Division. As a result the Division and the trade associa- 
tions in the citrus industry will work together for the pur- 
pose of obtaining in the entire industry, compliance with new 
regulations redefining the exempt “area of production” and 
providing certain exemptions from overtime pay, the an- 
nouncement stated. 

The representatives came from each of the areas in which 
citrus fruits are packed and canned; namely, California, 
Texas, Arizona and Florida. Each of the trade associa- 
tions represented will assist the Division in seeing that the 
minimum wage is paid throughout the industry and that other 
provisions of the Act will be fully complied with. 


Baird Snyder, acting administrator, termed the agreement 
reached at the meeting a very significant example of full 
cooperation by employers’ representatives with the Division 
in applying the law. The associations represented and their 
representatives were as follows: 

Ivan G. McDaniel, representing about 300 California and 
Arizona citrus packers; A. L. Cramer, Edinburg, Texas, presi- 
dent and general manager of Engelman Gardens Associa- 
tion; Marvin H. Walker, secretary-manager, Florida Citrus 
Producers Trade Assn., Lakeland, Fla.; Murl E. Pace, general 
manager, United Growers & Shippers Assn., Orlando, Fla.; 
C. C. Commander, general manager, Florida Citrus Exchange, 
Tampa, Fla.; Glenn G. White, Weslaco, Texas, director of 
South Texas Citrus Shippers Association, president of South 
Texas Canners Association; C. E. Lindsey, Florida Canners 
Association; and Ralph Polk, Jr., Florida Canners As- 
sociation. 
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FRUIT HEARINGS CONTINUE 


Greater Portion of Evidence Relates to Controversy 
on Sucrose-Dextrose Issue 


The “sugar hearings” continued throughout all of the week 
just ended, and it is anticipated that a part of next week at 
least will be required to complete the taking of testimony. 

As was true during the first week of the hearing, the 
greater portion of the evidence this week related to the 
sucrose-dextrose controversy. The first part of the week was 
devoted to the evidence begun last week by the dextrose 
manufacturers to the effect that the definitions and standards 
of identity for peaches, apricots, pears, and cherries should 
be changed to authorize the use of dextrose and corn sirup, 
on an equal basis with sucrose without adjustment for sweet- 
ness, in preparing the packing medium for these products, 
and that no label declaration of dextrose or corn sirup should 
be required, 

Following the completion of this testimony, the cane and 
beet sugar manufacturers presented a large number of wit- 
nesses, including a number of canners, opposing the recom- 
mendations made by the dextrose interests. In general, they 
sought to establish that dextrose is less sweet than sucrose, 
that the standards should retain the requirement that an ad- 
ditional quantity of dextrose be used to compensate for its 
lack of sweetness, and that the standards should require that 
the use of dextrose be shown on the label. 


Apart from this evidence relating to the sucrose-dextrose 
controversy, there were a number of developments of interest 
to canners of peaches, apricots, pears, and cherries. In the 
first place, Preston McKinney, representing the Canners 
League of California, appeared at the hearing and gave 
testimony this week concerning the labeling of the optional 
liquid packing medium now designated as “light sirup”. It 
was pointed out that under the old McNary-Mapes Amend- 
ment quality standard, canned fruits packed in sirup con- 
taining less sugar than the sirup generally recognized as the 
“medium sirup” were required to be labeled as substandard. 
When the quality standard for fruits was considered last 
year, it was argued that this requirement should be con- 
tinued, but the standard as finally promulgated did not con- 
tain it. The representatives of the Canners League of Cali- 
fornia stated that since the promulgation of the new standard, 
there has been a tendency on the part of some canners to 
lower the quality of their standard products by packing them 
in a light rather than in a medium sirup, contrary to the 
practice that had prevailed in the past. The Canners League 
of California therefore recommended that the definitions and 
standards of identity be amended to require that sirups of a 
lower Brix reading than the “medium sirup” ordinarily used 
in standards products, be labeled as “in water, slightly 
sweetened” rather than as “in light sirup” as now authorized 
by the present definition. 


In the second place, there were indications that the Food 
and Drug Administration might change its past position and 
look favorably upon the industry's recommendations that 
cut-out Brix readings rather than put-in Brix readings should 
be the test in determining whether the packing medium 
should be designated as a light, medium, heavy, or extra 
heavy sirup. It will be recalled that representatives of the 
Canners League of California argued for cut-out require- 
ments rather than put-in requirements when the standards 
were considered last year. Because of this indication that 


the Food and Drug Administration might change its position, 
the Canners League presented evidence at the hearing this 
week supporting the desirability of cut-out requirements. 

The entire background of this sugar controversy, and of 
the present hearings was explained in the INrormation 
Lerrer of September 7, 1940, page 6312. 


1941 Convention Headquarters and Hotel Rooms 


Announcement was made last week by the National Can- 
ners Association of the headquarters of various allied as- 
sociations at the 1941 Convention to be held the week of 
January 19, and of the assignment of hotel rooms to members. 


The Hotel Stevens will be headquarters for National Can- 
ners Association, and the Canning Machinery and Supplies 
Association. All available rooms at that hotel, and also 
at the Blackstone Hotel, will be for assignment to members 
of these two associations. The National Food Brokers As- 
sociation will have the assignment of all rooms available 
at the Palmer House, and that association's headquarters 
also will be at that hotel. 


In addition to these three hotels, the three allied associa- 
tions have arranged for additional accommodations at the 
Congress, Harrison, and Morrison hotels. Reservations for 
members of the National Canners Association will be made 
at the hotel desired until the quota of rooms available is 
exhausted. Reservation blanks have been mailed to members. 


Reservations will be made only for bona-fide members in 
good standing, for program participants, members of the 
press, joint conference committee members, allied associa- 
tion executives, and government and other public officials. 


Private Motor Carrier Regulations Postponed Again 


The effective date for the safety-of-operation regulations 
prescribed by the Interstate Commerce Commission for the 
operation of private motor carriers has again been postponed 
and by virtue of an order issued on September 24 the regu- 
lations will not go into effect until October 15. The regula- 
tions were to have gone into effect on October 1. 


In announcing the postponement the Interstate Commerce 
Commission noted that certain petitions requesting a re- 
hearing on the regulations had been filed and that the Com- 
mission might not have an opportunity to consider these 
petitions prior to October 1. The petitions also ask that 
the driver's log requirements be modified and that the 
requirements for trucks having a capacity of one and one- 
half tons or less be relaxed. 


Bill to Aid Fishing Vessel Construction 


The House Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
has favorably reported a bill (H. R. 10501) designed to 
facilitate the construction of fishing vessels through easing 
the financing provisions of the Merchant Marine Act of 
1936. Under the bill as reported by the Committee an ap- 
plicant would be required to pay to the Maritime Commission 
as a down payment not less than 124% per cent of the cost 
of the vessel. The balance of the price to be paid over a 
period of 20 years in equal annual installments. Interest 
would be payable in accordance with the present provisions 
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of the Act which prescribes a rate of 34% per cent with an 
adjustment in case of vessels built and used on the Pacific 
coast. 


In the case of any fishing vessel costing not more than 
$100,000, the Maritime Commission would be authorized to 
waive certain provisions of the Act deemed not suitable and 
necessary. In order to facilitate the financing of such loans 
by the Commission, the bill would authorize the sale of any 
mortgage acquired by it as security for a construction loan. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 


Carlot shipments of domestic citrus fruits, as well as 
imported citrus, were larger during the week ending Septem- 
ber 21, 1940, than during the corresponding week of 1939, 
according to statistics reported to the Agricultural Market- 
ing Service by common carriers. Shipments of all major 
vegetables competing with canned foods except spinach 
were smaller. 


The following table, compiled from statistics of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, gives detailed comparisons of 
carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vegetables 
and fruits: 


Week ending— Season total to— 
Sept. 21, Sept. 21, Sept. 14, Sept. 21, Sept. 21° 
1939 940 1940 1939 1940 
Beans, snap and lima 3 3 6,620 4,126 
Tomatoes 305 438 18,386 
i 100 6,631 5,428 

36 44 6,415 5,924 


VEGETARLES 


Others: 


Domestic, competing directly . 820 40.743 36,688 
Imports competing indirectly . ‘A 33 200 119 


FRUITS 
Citrus, domestic 
Im 
Others, domestic 


1,813 
43 
1,147 


1,803 177,807 151,058 
50 112 177 
1,803 36,558 37,932 


Alaska Salmon Pack for 1940 Season 


The Alaska salmon pack for 1940, up to September 15, 
amounted to 4,965,756 standard cases, as compared with 
5,146,659 cases on September 16, 1939, and 6,727,201 cases 
on September 17, 1938, according to statistics compiled by 
the Alaska Division of the Fish and Wildlife Service, U. S. 
Department of the Interior. 


In the following table are shown the Alaska salmon pack 
for the years 1935-1940. The dates in each year are around 
the middle of September, except in 1935, where the total 
pack figures for the season are used. The pack statistics 
are in standard cases, which represent various-sized cases 
converted to the equivalent of 48 one-pound cans to the case. 


205/266 1,073,142 4.04 
190,177 852,028 3, 


Statistics for the fisheries of pigs are collected and 
compiled by the Alaska Division of the Fish and Wildlife 


Service, 706 Federal Bldg., Seattle, Wash. Copies of a 
weekly release showing detailed figures of the current pack 
and comparisons with the pack in previous years can be 
obtained upon request. 


The following table shows the total 1940 salmon pack by 
districts and species through September 14, except where 


Coho Chum Pink 
Cases 


King Red 
Cases Cases 
2,337 309,004 


Prince Wm. Sound < 
Copper River 


Yakutat 
ley Strait « 


South Prince of 


Wales Id.¢....... 58, 


+ No radio reports of the pack are available. 
¢ Pack figures through week ending September 7. 


Unsold Stocks of Canned Salmon 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon on September 15, 1940, 
amounted to 1,810,806 actual cases, as compared with 2,644,- 
417 cases in canners’ hands on September 15, 1939, accord- 
ing to statistics compiled by the Association of Pacific Fish- 
eries. According to the Fishery Market News Service of 
the Department of Interior, total Alaska salmon pack up 
to September 15 of this year amounted to 4,965,756 “stand- 
ard” cases, as compared with 5,146,659 cases on the com- 
parable date of 1939. The detailed pack report is printed 
in this issue of the Lerrer. 


The 1940 figures on unsold stocks are based on reports 
from 75 companies canning 96.3 per cent of the 1940 pack, 
and the 1939 figures are based on reports from 80 com- 
panies canning 99 per cent of the 1939 pack. The following 
table gives details on unsold stocks: 

otal Total 
Talls Flats Halves se 15, Sept. 15, 
GRADES OR VARIETIES (1 pound) (1 pound) (8 dozen) 1939 


Chinooks or Kings: Cases Cases 


noted: 
Casea 
Bristol Bay *...... 1,706 30,417 15, 685 450, 229 
83 56,157 61,153 
Kodiak *......... 13,159 58,669 443,856 334 91,427 607,445 
44,790 27,674 121,152 15,736 120,360 338,721 
7,728 53,052 521,501 242 6,208 588,821 
27,308 1,284 37,656 66,248 
— | 165 4,962 509 14,931 44,368 
ceees 18,409 74,615 121,320 262 18,846 228,452 
16,400 100,444 176,542 58 13,319 306,763 
Eastern *......... 9,588 76,621 224.495 261 7,332 318,207 
Wrangell,......... 30,818 70,360 165,781 26 21,306 288,291 
490 503,005 63 36,649 656,961 
Totals........ 260,329 844,938 2,906,923 23,122 930,444 4,965,756 
Cases Cases 
Fancy Red......... 6.271 6,485 57,009 69,825 45,484 
2,003 5,067 24,437 31,507 17,651 
Coho Chum Pink King Red Total 2,735 538 9,033) 13, 206 1,008 
260,320 844,938 2,906,923 23,122 930,444 4,965,756 Puget Sound Sockeyes. 12 2,670 «43,150 45,882 33,934 
1999.......... 94.115 667,008 2,512,458 30,836 1,942,152 5,146,650 Alaska Reds.......... 430,586 11,148 81,282 522,916 1,596,077 
1038.......... 206,234 753,525 3,225,082 42,787 2,499,553 6,727,201  Cohoes, Silvers....... 186,576 5,585 28,808 221,059 76,419 
aces 202 69,397 2,086,503 6,500,046 Pinks................ 736,405 2,400 23,104 761,909 721,207 
5,177 50,506 2,303,621 8,267,712 Chums.............. 118,136 5 6,751 124,892 150,132 
570 6,685 7,255 
Totals........... 1,488,864 35,924 286,018 1,810,806 2,644,417 
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EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF CANNED FOODS 


Exports of condensed and evaporated milk showed great in- 
creases in quantity during the month of August 1940 as compared 
with the amount shipped during August 1939, according to De- 
partment of Commerce statistics. The exports of evaporated milk 
were 52,963,962 pounds in August 1940 as compared with 1,- 
975,887 pounds in August 1939, Exports of salmon were about 


vegetables both decreased by about one-half. Exports of canned 
fruits dropped from 35,859,334 pounds during August 1939 to 
1,238,285 pounds in August 1940. The following table, com- 
piled from figures of the Department of Commerce, shows de- 
tails of imports and exports of canned foods during August 
1939 and 1940, and during the first eight months of these two 


three times as large, but exports of canned meats and canned 
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Fruits, total 
Grapefruit 
Logan 
Other berries 
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Fruit juices (in gallons) : 
Pineapple 
Grapefruit 
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Milk: condensed and evaporated. . 
Fish 
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Pineapple, dutiable 
Pineapple, free (Philippines)... . 
Mandarin oranges 


6340 
A 
ve 
va 
y 
August, 1939 August, 1940 Jan.-Aug., 1939 Jan.-Aug., 1040 hi 
Exports Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value or 
1,171,107 $300 ,822 528 , 399 $126,027 10,261,803 $3,230,183 8,584,190 $2,274,507 
Beef, corned, 21,979 4,831 30 8,560 53,005 wi 
702 634 237 66,750 1,571,761 
117,049 114,828 246,342 m 
154,308 122,400 200 su 
Vegetables, total................ 4,471,653 2,760 ,367 3,730,562 n 
Beans, baked and with pork... 842,237 142,568 1,243,202 lo 
100 , 206 1 117,605 80,122 ov 
1,119,262 554,881 216,492 1s 
153 ,636 144,085 400 ,078 to 
Tomato paste and puree....... 66,722 418,561 66 340,563 
151,615 131,727 104 82,470 
Other vegetables.............. 382 056 484 13,376 310,875 346 ,057 pi 
Condensed 104,004 19,515 3,368,406 373,849 1,362,531 149,811 1,104,158 al 
1,075 ,887 128 ,493 562,063,062 3,245,430 15,877,911 1,026,017 5,582,073 
Fish: 
2,887,654 (516,688 7,547,654 7,344,321 he 
2,842,479 186 , 220 1,868 803 3,501,040 St 
20,821 6,725 222,400 225 A 
Shellfish — 
486,206 «66, 796 125,622 634 pe 
Other shellifish.............. 60 857 7,004 34,781 S45 da 
35,850,334 2,574,405 1,238,285 103, 
3,310,820 188 ,773 2, 
629,502 47,787 tu 
143 , 200 15,325 
Apples and sauce.............. 307 231 17,305 ca 
8,775,640 599 , 890 ca 
7 11,373,450 670 , 568 
Pears 2,374,519 180,208 717 
3,006 287 , 282 165 P 
4,812,891 495,116 314 in 
238,708 21,283 593 on 
co 
101,538 57, 186 255,026 ye 
250 76.078 41,085 18 621,126 
Orange 59,838 42,536 $3,114 16, 160 828 67 
Other fruit juices. ............ 46,126 37,019 14,481 9, 46,433 
Imports of 
Meat: ar 
Other 11,560 3,207 15,617 
; Packed in oil 
183 , 247 62,040 228 
023 ,082 159 ,622 684, 
Other fish in oil............. 47,104 11,936 28, Ne 
Other fish not in oil. .......... 1,190,601 112,006 20, Ve 
Caviar and other roe.......... 8,616 4,851 10, Ne 
Shellfish — Pe 
Crab meat and sauce........ 1,024,525 338 ,602 680, Oh 
Clams and oysters.......... 76,382 16,731 18, In 
Other shellfish.............. 807 ,055 106 , 406 301, Mi 
Vegetables: 
5,187 655 17 Ne 
55,349 11,412 2, 19 
Tomato paste and sauce....... 268 18,848 4,211,405 320,826 $1 
Other vegetables.............. 13 ,882 731 10,635 731 143,816 7,208 
Fruit: 
3,106,775 164,808 2,772,331 106,568 «15,948,129 746,704 64 
5,222,608 200,120 6,820,978 408 31,449,643 1,160,174 28,756,951 1, 
184,320 10,850 619,065 46,320 
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CANNING CROP PROGRESS REPORTS 


Agricultural Marketing Service Compiles Estimates 
on 1940 Yields and Production 


Seasonal progress was made in harvesting late maturing 
vegetables for processing according to reports received from 
various parts of the country by the Agricultural Marketing 
Service. Reports from the U. S. Weather Bureau indicate 
that during the first part of September temperatures were 
high for the season and sunshine was abundant over most 
of the country. Cooler temperatures displaced the warm 
weather in the eastern part of the country during the second 
week of the month. These conditions were favorable for 
maturing late vegetables, and the occurrence of frosts of 
sufficient intensity to inflict damage to truck crops was not 
noted until about September 10-12. During the brief period, 
low temperatures were reported from widely scattered areas 
over the United States but it appears that up until September 
15 low temperatures were not much of a contributing cause 
to reductions in tonnage prospects. 


Tomato packers and products manufacturers continued 
picking through early September and with moderately favor- 
able temperatures expect to continue packing into early 
October. The same is true for sweet corn canners, although 
harvesting this crop was well advanced in the Middlewestern 
States and New York, and nearly finished in the Middle 
Atlantic States by September 15. Beet canners and kraut 
packers were in the midst of their packing period on this 
date and gathering cucumbers for pickles was about ended. 


The following summaries were released by the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Service on September 25, giving the indi- 
cated yield and production data as of September 15 for six 
canning crops. 


Sweet Corn for Processing 

The 1940 production prospects for sweet corn for process- 
ing etieoal | during the first two weeks of September and, 
on September 15, a total of 724,100 tons was indicated, ac- 
cording to the Agricultural Marketing Service. This tonnage 
compares with 661,100 tons for 1939 and an average of 
676,100 tons for the preceding 10-year (1929-38) period. 

The 1940 yield of sweet corn indicated on September 15 
of 2.20 tons compares with 2.66 tons obtained in 1939 and 
an average of 2.05 tons for the preceding 10-year (1929-38) 


Tomatoes for Processing 


A total 1940 production of 1,801,500 tons of tomatoes for 
manufacture is indicated by reports received from canners 
and products manufacturers containing information on the 
September 15 condition of the crop and probable yield 
acre. The Agricultural Marketing Service points out het 
the tonnage now in prospect for 1940 is about 10 per cent 
less than the 1939 production of 1,996,800 tons, but exceeds 
the average production for the preceding 10-year (1929-38) 
period of 1,533,200 tons by nearly 18 per cent. 


The September 15 indicated yield of 4.60 tons per acre 
compares with the 1939 yield of 5.58 tons and an average 
yield obtained during the preceding 10-year (1929-38) pe- 
riod of 4.15 tons per acre. Conditions for harvesting the 
crop showed some improvement after the late August rainy 
spell, which inflicted some damage and hindered picking 
operations in many important eastern States, although frosts 
were reported from a few widely scattered areas east of the 
Rocky Mountains early in September. 
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The September 15 indications point to a 1940 production 
of 27,640 tons of green lima beans for canning, freezing, 
and other processing, according to the Agricultural Market- 
ing Service. The production now indicated for this season 
compares with 29,790 tons for 1939 and an average produc- 
tion ty 16,460 tons for the preceding 10-year (1929-38) 
period. 


The September 15 indicated yield of 1,091 pounds per 
acre for 1940 compares with 1,205 pounds for 1939 and an 
average of 1,103 pounds for the preceding 10-year (1929-38) 
period. During the first two weeks of September, prospects 
improved in New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia, 
but they are less favorable in Michigan and Wisconsin than 
they were on September 1. 

Production 
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Beets for Canning 


Reports received by the Agricultural Marketing Service 
from beet canners containing information on the condition 
of beets on September 15 and the probable yield per acre 
indicate a production of 74,110 tons for canning in 1940. 
This prospective production exceeds the 1939 production of 
44,740 tons by 66 per cent and the average production for 
the preceding 10-year (1929-38) period of 43,700 tons by 
70 per cent. It is about 5 per cent above the previous record 
high production of 70,780 tons obtained in 1938. 

The September 15 yield indicated for 1940 of 6.07 tons 
compares with 5.38 tons harvested in 1939 and an average 
yield of 5.90 tons obtained in the 10-year (1929-38) period. 
Favorable growing conditions generally prevailed during the 
first two weeks of September. Ample soil moisture was 
reported from practically all important producing States. 


Yield Production 


Indicated 
1040 


New York 
New Jersey 
Indiana... .. 
Michigan. . 
Wisconsin. 


Other States 


Cabbage for Kraut 


Based on reports obtained from kraut packers by the 
Agricultural Marketing Service containing information on 
the September 15 condition and probable yield per acre, a 
total of 158,600 tons of cabbage for kraut is indicated for 
1940. This compares with the 1939 production of 146,600 
tons and an average production for the preceding 10-year 
(1929-38) period of 158,000 tons. 


The September 15 indicated yield of cabbage for kraut of 
8.39 tons compares with the 1939 yield of 7.44 tons and an 
average yield for the 10-year (1929-38) period of 7.80 tons. 
Conditions have generally continued favorable for maturing 
the crop in the important producing States but, in some 
eastern sections, it is reported that worms are inflicting 
more damage than usual. 


Production 


New York 
Ohio... .. 
Indiana..... 
Illinois... . 
Michigan. .... 
Wisconsin... . 
Minnesota 
Colorado. . 
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Pimientos for Processing 


Reports from California and Georgia indicate that a pro- 
duction of 12,460 tons of pimientos is in prospect in these 
States for 1940, according to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service. The tonnage indicated for 1940 by the condition 
of the crop on September 15 and reports on probable yield 
per acre compares with 23,210 tons for 1939, and an average 
production of 17,410 tons for the 1929-38 period. 

The September 15 indicated yield of .80 tons for 1940 com- 
pares with 1.05 tons obtained in 1939 and an average for 


the 10-year (1929-38) period of 1.56 tons per acre. The 
1940 season in Georgia has been an unfavorable one with 
the result that the yield in ~~ on September 15 is the 
lowest on record for this State. In California, the September 


15 condition of the crop indicated a near average yield per 
acre for 1940 despite some damage from weevils. 
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Japanese Canned Food Export Trade 


Japanese exports of canned foods set a new high record 
in 1939, partly on account of heavy sales to the yen-block 
countries (Manchuria, China and Kwantung). These 
countries bought 2,566,348 cases in 1939 against 1,787,761 
in 1938 and 463,083 in 1937. Exports to the United States, 
including Hawaii, were the heaviest on record, the increase 
being due almost entirely to three items—crabs, tuna in 
vil, and pineapple. Shipments of pineapple totaled 388,509 
cases in 1939 against 9,450 cases in 1938. 

The outlook for Japan's canned food export trade in 
1940 is not particularly bright, according to the American 
commercial attache at Tokyo. For the first four months 
of 1940 exports declined about 10 per cent in volume, 
although gaining over 12 per cent in value compared with 
1939. Should this indicated price increase continue, the 
competitive position of American canned foods will be 
benefited. 


Congress Amends Sugar Act 


The Buck bill (H. R. 10,080) to amend section 3493 of the 
Internal Revenue Code, formerly section 404 of the Sugar 
Act of 1937, was passed by the Senate Friday. The bill was 
earlier passed by the House and now is being sent to the 
President for signature. The Act would permit the same 
person who files a claim for draw-back of customs duty with 
respect to sugar used in the production of articles exported, 
to file claim with the Bureau of Internal Revenue for refund 
of the tax paid on the sugar under the provisions of section 
402 of the Sugar Act. 
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